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ABSTRAK 

Studi ethnobotani. khususnya hubungan antara penduduk dengan hutan telah dilakukan di Amarasi, Kabupaten Kupang; Mollo dan Amanatun. 
Kabupaten Tinior Tengah Selatan. Penduduk desa umulnnya adalah suku Dawan. Rumah-rumah di lokasi menipunyai pekarangan dan berdekatan. Desa- 
desa ini biasanya dikelilingi oleh kebun, ladang, dan hutan pada batas luarnya. Pemahaman penduduk tentang lingkungan dan konservasinya telah ada dan 
dilakukan secara baik sejak dahulu. Penduduk memanfaatkan hutan sebagai sumber untuk obat-obatan tradisional, pemenuhan kebutuhan sehari-hari seperti 
kayu bakar, makanan ternak dan kayu bangunan. Mereka niengambil tun~buhan untuk obat tradisional. daun dan kulit kayu merupakan bagian yang paling 
banyak digunakan kenludian getah, akar dan kayu. Untuk kayu bakar adalah jenis pohon yang dianggap tidak berguna untuk penggunaan lain, sedangkan 
jenis pohon untuk kayu bangurlan lebih spesifik dibandingkan untuk penggunaan kayu bakar. Anggota suku Leguminosae dan Meliaceae digunakan secara 
luas dala~n pembangunan rumah, demikian juga gewang (Corypha rrtan) yang daunnya digunakan untuk atap rumah. Makanan ternak yang penting adalah 
kabesak (Acacia leucophloea), gala-gala (Sesbania grandiflora) dan petis (Leucaena leucochephala)" 

Kata kunci : etnobotani.tumbuhan obat. makanan ternak. kayu bakar, kayu bangunan 

INTRODUCTION 

The dependency of people on their natural environ- 
ment is determined by geographical location where they 
live, accessibility and awareness of people regarding 
innovation. The people who live in remote and isolated 
villages depend largely on the products that they cultivate 
and other commodities that they gather from surrounding 
vegetation. 

There are many villages in study area (Amarasi district 
of Kupang regency ; Mollo and Amanatun districts of South 
Central Timor regency) are geographically remote and far 
away from the center of communities activities. The people 
in study area are mostly farmer, and most of them are 
dependent for their medicinal plants, construction materials, 
fire wood, and fodder on local forest products. 

The forests in the study area are monsoonal forests and 
some of the forests are still in good condition due to as 
customary forbidden forest since former time, and as state 
protected forest since Dutch era. 

The villages studied are villages surrounding the 
forest. The villages are located ranging between 300 to 500 
m above sea level (for villages in Amarasi district), 500 to 
1400 m above sea level (for villages in Mollo and 
Amanatun districs). These villages are inhabited by Dawan 
ethnic group. 

This paper aims to study ethnobotany of Amarasi 
people of K~ipang regency ; Mollo and Amanatun people of 
South Central Timor regency, particularly the relationship 

between the people and the forest. The ethnobotanical study 
is intended to reveal the local condition and knowledge 
about understanding of environment and plant resource 
utilization. 

METHODS 

The study area was colnprised of the villages within 
Amarasi district of Kupang regency, Mollo and Amanatun 
districts of South Central Timor regency and the forests 
surrounding the villages. Administratively, the study area is 
located in the Kupang and South Central Timor regencies, 
East Nusa Tenggara Province, Indonesia (Fig. I) 

Ethnobotany information concerning relationship 
between people and forest was obtained by structured 
interview through interviewing key- and primary infor- 
mants who are the villagers, conducted in 1992 - 1994. The 
key-informants within villages were interviewed to get 
general information concerning ethnobotanical custom of 
the village. The key-informants, generally, are highly 
respected and high status within the village, as well as 
knowledgeable of custom or tradition of the village. Those 
key-informants are former king, former fettor (district head 
in the local government administration before 1960s), 
village leaders, clan leaders, religion leaders, highly 
educated people, and government officers. The ethnobo- 
tanical information obtained from the key- informants were, 
then, confirmed by villagers as primary source and where 
the ethnobotanical activities were took place. 










