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Summary

This paper diseusscs inter-cthnic relations and patterns of land-use and
Tandownership, and how ethnicity is defined, used to grant proference, and
o allocate socio-cconomic resources, by analysing two [orest-margin vllages
in Sulaves

“The heavy influx of migrants has aliered the proportion of lcal peaple 1o
migrants in Sintuwu and Watumacta, villaes located on the castern border
of Lore Lindu National Park. In 2001, there were over one-third houscholds
of Bugis - the largest group of ethnic migrants. Social distance, inabilty (o
adapt and umilingness to integrate (Charras 1993, Human Rights Watch
1998) were indicated by house-clustering of the cthic groups.

As most agricultural land inside the village has been sold to migrants,
mainly to Bugis, the local have been transformed from landiords (0 landles,
while the migrants became landlords. In a land-based cconomy, land scarcity
leads 1o declining socio-cconomic securty. Social destabilzation occurs as et
i ritions result from thi shift i resource control.

To gain back their cconomic power and socio-cconomic sccurity, locals
adopted 3 strategy of land expansion into ccological bu er zone arcas. By
outsiders, particularly the State, this s viewsd as an encroachment into the
national park forcst, while to locas this is an attempt to re-sceurs ther cco-
nomic base. Locals justifed their actions by disputing the park boundari
Subscquently their “lleal” actions were accepted and formalized when they
received usufruct rights n the form of SKPL (Letter of Land Utilization) is-
sued by the village head and KKM (Community Conservation Agreement).
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