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ABSTRACT 

Banana is a conlmodity of high economic value and a 
staple food of million people in the Tropics. The go- 
vernment's policy in increasing the eexport of non-oil 
commodities and diversifying the major food crops has en- 
couraged rapid development of banana plantings . Conven- 
tional propagation through sucker beside being slow may 
yield unhealthy seedlings which will result in a stepwise 
degeneration of banana productivity. In view of this, cell 
and tissue culture technology which has proven capable of 
overcoming such constraints in many crops should be 
adopted here. Development of micropropagation technology 
via shoot tip culture of Cavendish banana at R & D Centre 
for Biotechnology, LIPI, has proven its capability in 
overcoming this problem. With rapid multiplication, 
healthy banana seedlings can be produced in large number. 
Field evaluation showed that vegetative growth and re- 
produktive deGelopmen t of in vi tro-derived banana was nor- 
mal, uniform and precocious in flowering and fruit- 
bearing. 

RINGKASAN 

Pisang adalah komoditas yang memiliki nilai ekonomi 
tinggi dan merupakan makanan pokok jutaan penduduk di 
daerah tropik. Kebijaksanaan pemerintah untuk meningkatkan 
ekspor non-migas dan mendiversifikasikan bahan pangan 
utama mendorong digalakkannya extensifikasi pertanaman 
pisang. Pembiakan konvensional melalui anakan, selain 
sangat lambat juga dapat menghasilkan bibit yang tidak 
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