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As well as urbanization trends in many other countries, the pattern of urbanization in 

Indonesia has two dominant trends. First, on the national scale, there is an increasing 

concentration of people and production in one or a relatively few places in the form of 

large metropolitan agglomerations. The ultimate form of this ,process is the megalopolis. 

However, the pace of transfornlation is dangerously, while it lacks the capital and 

physical resources and sometimes also necessary experience and skills. Second, in the 

n~etropolitan regions themselves, the trend is inverted. The more affluent classes are 

moving into the surrounding countryside to escape the social and environmental 

consequences of excessive concentration; the physical congestion and the breakdown of 

urban services and amenities. In both cases, however,' the population and activities in the 

metropolitan regions continue to grow, although their central cities may be decaying and . 

losing both. 

Studies carried out in Asia, Latin America and Africa in the early 1980s found that 

towns in densely-settled rural regions located away from metropolitan and frontier region 

were growing at roughly equal to natural population growth, indicating that employment 

creation for their hinterland labor force has been close to nil in most cases (Matheur, 

1982; Kammier and Swan, 1984). 

Suburbanization is a process involving the systematic growth of fringe areas at a 

more rapid than that of care cities, and as a lifestyle involving a daily commuting to job 

places in the city. Being significantly different from the urbanization and suburbanization 

processes in USA and Europe, recent studies on Asian countries have stressed that the 

continuing outward expansion of the biggest metropolitan region has eroded the 

longstanding distinction between rural and urban. The demographic magnitude of urban 

transformation in Asia is unusual, due to rapidly expanding urban systems arising within 

densely populated countryside. This trend has been driven by economic expansion and 

has kesulted in extended areas of mixed land use on city peripheries. 
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