


There is only a few herofii-y,of waterbirds in Indonesia, and one of them is 

Fulau Rambut Wildlife Sanctuary. Various waterbird species i n  a hclge n m b e r  

usa the island as their home, despite the fact that the sanctuary is now ~lnder 

various thrsat. 

The rasearch is a result of an ecologica!.study on the waterbird community 
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in the is!and of Pulau Rambut. ~ lm i la r  studyhas d&ducte$ in 1989-1562, providing 

a good base for a comparative study. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

A. Background 

Pulau Rambut is a small 45 ha island ("pulau" means island) located in 

Jakarta Bay area, Indonesia. This island is a very special site because it has been 

used as a breeding site for waterbirds from surrounding areas. Realizing the 

importance of the island for waterbird conservatiorl, since 1339 the island has 

been gazetted as Nature Reserve. late; on, in 1999 the status of nature reserve 

was changed into a Wildlife Sanctuary. 

There are thousand of waterbirds nesting on the island, belonging to 14 

species. Indonesian government protected most of waterbirds and some of them 

(e.g., Milky Stork) has been listed under Birds to Watch 2 and IUCN Red List 

Category. A decade ago, Mardiastuti (1992) conducted an intensive study on the 

biodiversity and population of waterbirds and provided as baseline data on various 

aspect. Some other research that has been conducted during the past ten years 

were related to habitat mapping the island usiog Geographical Information System 

(Fitriana 1999), breeding biology of the Vilky Stork (Imanuddin 2000), breeding 

biology of the Little Egret (Sulistiani 1991), and distribution and diversity of waterbirds 

(Mahmud 1992). 

The island is located near the Jakarta Metropolitan area, which undergone 

a very fast human development. The distance of the island to the nearest coast of 

Java is only 3 km. Further, there is also a neighbouring island (1 km apart) inhabited 

by large number of human population. Therefore, the island has been receiving a 

strong human pressure. 

The waterbirds use Pulau Rambut as breeding and roosting site. They have 

to go out from the isiand to find food in the wetland of Java mainland. The vast 

conversion of wetland into other uses (e.g., housing, rerreation areas, airport, 

industrial areas) has been severely reduced the foraging areas of the waterbirds, 

and might lead to decrease the population. 
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