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RING KASAN 

Rqjian terhadap habitat dan penyebaran lokal merak hijau Jawa dilakukan pada bulan Agustus 1994-Pebruari I995 di Taman Nasional Baluran dengan 
areal kajian yang intensif di Resort Bekol. Metode yang digunakan untuk mengkaji habitat dengan pendekatan analisis vegetasi yang berkaitan dengan 
fungsi habitat sebagai tempat mencari makan. tempat berteduh, tcmpat bertengger. tempat kawin dan tempat hersarang. Ka.jian terhadap penyebaran lokal 
merak dilakukan dengan analisis banding dengan pcnelitian yang telah dilakukan sebelumnya. Dari hasil penelitian ini menut~jukkan bahwa te~npat terbuka 
yang didominasi rumput dan senlak nierupakan tempat penting untuk mencari pakan dan bertengger serta kelompok beberapa pohon-pohon di sekitar areal 
terbuka penting sebagai tempat bertengger. Tipe vegetasi yang penting sebagai habitat merak adalah hutan musim yang terdapat spot-spot areal terbuka yang 
ditumbuhi rerulilputan dan semak, savanna serta ekotone hutan musinl dan savanna. Sebaran lokal nlerak di Resort Bekol lebih terkump~~l di buran musim 
dan ekotone dari hutan musim dan savanna. 
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Green peafowl (Puvo ~~tzcticus) distributed in South 
Assam. Burma, Thailand, Indo-China, Malaya and Java 
(Delacour, 1977). Hoyo (1994) mentioned that bird have 
three subspecies; these are Pavo nzuficus intpcrator 
(Delacour 1949). Pnvo muficzcs spicfer (Shaw & Nodder 
1804) and Pavo tiiuticzrs ntzrticus (Linneaus 1758). Pavo 
muticus .spici/er is distributed from North-East India and 
South-East Bangladesh to North-West Burma (probably 
extinct), meanwhile Pavo mzrticus itnperator is distributed 
patchily in South of Burma to Isthmus of Kra and East 
through Thailand to South China, Vietnam and Laos. Pavo 
nilrticlrs ti~uticus is distributed in Java and already extinct in 
the Malay Peninsula. The javan green peafowl (Puvo 
mzrticzrs ~nuticzt.s)is distributed nowadays locally and 
patchily in Java island (van Balen et ul., 199 1). 

King et 01. (1 980) described in general habitat of green 
peafowl as: open forest, secondary forest, riverine forest 
and forest edges. Mackinnon (1990) mentioned that habitat 
of green peafowl is composed of open forest with shrubs 
and bushes. In Ujung I<ulon National Park, West Java, the 
green peafowl prefers open areas as grazing ground for 
feeding (Hoogerwerf, 1970). Kuroda (1 936) mentioned that 
the  peafowl favored more the arid area in East Java. 

According to Hernowo (1995) the habitat types of the 
green peafowl in Java are monsoon forest, low land dry 

forest with patches grassland savanna and even teak 
plantation forests. Nowadays possible habitat to support 
these birds are forest reserves (National Parks. Game 
Reserves, Nature Reserves and Forest Protected Areas). The 
range of the bird has become locally restricted in every site 
of their local distribution. 

Important problems to javan peafowl are poaching to 
the bird and their eggs cause on population decrease and 
degradation habitat due to human influence. e.g., collecting 
fire wood, change to agricultural land. Meanwhile to 
conserve these birds data on the population size in every 
site, behavioral pattern, habitat preferences, etc. are lacking. 
The data are very important in order to support the 
conservation effort for these birds. This paper deals w ~ t h  
important habitat component including feeding and 
drinking site, roosting site, shelter, display area, nesting site 
and about local distribution of javan green peafowl related 
to habitat types. 

METHODS 

Baluran national park covers an area of about 25 000 
ha. It has a typical monsoon climate with a long dry 
season. The average dry period lasts about 7- 8 month of 
the year with less precipitation. The annual precipitation 
ranges from 900 to 1 600 mm per year (FAO, 1977). 
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