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THE APPLICATION OF

. HOUSEHOLD AND NETWORK
APPROACHES TO THE STUDY OF
INTERNAL MIGRATION: Case Study
in Java, Indonesia’

Ekawati S. Wahyuni

Abstract. The study of the impact of migration on family life
has to be carried out, in both destination and origin areas, and
by applying multiple research methods and data collection
strategies. Household survey and qualitative research were
taken as the main data collection methods in the arigin area,
while direct observation and gualitative interviews were mostly
used to collect data in the destination area. A ‘tracing’ method
was used and some adjustment in household and migrant
definitions has been applied. To study the networking process
among non-permanent migrants in the city, a qualitative
method in data collection and analysis as well as in reporting
was applied.

Keywords: Internal migration, mobility, household, network
approach, qualitative, quantitative method.

1. INTRODUCTION: MIGRATION AND
FAMILY

Population movement across Indonesia archipelago is not
anymore an unusual phenomenon in the last 20 to 30 years. Migration
volume has significantly increased, especially between less-industrial to
more-industrial areas in the country., In addition to the economic
development policies implemented by the government, which is
concentrated industrial development in Jakarta and West Java provinces,
the development of mass-transportation and communication system has
been accelerating population movement between regions within the
country (Hugo et al, 1987).
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While the migration volume increases, the characteristic of
migrants also changes. Currently, migration does not only involve people
from certain ethnic group, it also involves people from a particular gender,
or from lower socio-egconomic, or from different education status.
Productive age population move freely to any places in Indonesia to
pursue their dreams, either for work or to get better job, for school, or Just
to settle-down and raise family. Most family in Indonesia is having some
experience with migration activities. People in the country become
familiar with increasing number of women who migraie to urban and
industrial areas on their own, Even, since the 1990s the ever increasing
mobility of Indonesian has expanded its destination areas to other
countries, such as other Asian countries, Singapore, Malaysia, Hong
Kong, Taiwan, and many more., The majority of international migrants
are women who work abroad as household maid. According to Hugo
(2002:17), between 1994 and 1999 the number of Indonesia’s female
OCWs (Overseas Contract Workers) was twice of the number of their
male counterparts. The number of international migrant workers from
Indonesia, male and female, is increasing with the prolonged economic
crisis in the country. This has made Indonesja noted as one of the world’s
targest sending nation of “unskilled” migrant worker (ESCAP, 2003:3),

Within the country, increasing population mobility from less-
developed or rural areas to more developed urban areas has created a
considerable impact, both in urban and rural areas. In the city,
urbanization has created problems, such as population crowding, housing,
sanitation, and environmental degradation, while in the origin areas there
has been agricultural labor shortage, ‘brain-drain’ effects and negative
impacts on development activities. These impacts usually take place in
relatively shart-time and people will recognize these problems easily.
Beside mentioned problems, migration also influences the social condition
of the community in both urban and rural area, However, as social
changes are not easily to perceive and take more time for people to realize
the changing, the social impacts of migration has been overlooked in
research for sometimes. One of social impacts that raise attention lately is
migration impact on family life, and the increasing number of individual
female migrants. It justifies the needs for further study on this subject.

Traditionally, migration decision-making is understood to be
made by the migrant solely, and therefore the personal quality of migrant
is the most important factor to determine migration behavior, Migration
is treated as the accumulation of individual choices (Lee, 1966).
Moreover, migration was defined as permanent move from place of origin
to piace of destination, and no more commitment of the migrant toward
their family left behind. However, the majority of migration in developing
countries takes place in non-permanent basis and involving the family in
decision-making process (Hugo, 1978; Harbison 1981, Woad, 1981),
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igration mostly involves members of a family ind-ividual]y, but
‘t?agh::cgi[sli;f about whici): individual will be allowed .to m:grat&qut art}
made by family. This understanding has leq to t.he ;mpi.ementitlog o
alternative approach to study migration [_}ehawor using family as the basis
of migration analysis (Hugo, 1978, Harbison 1981, Wood, 1981).

Migration, internal or international,. is generz.ally viewed \;; a
strategy for faniily - household to sustain their economic welfare. en
the family still own enough resources  Or wh?zn .other ecom;mic
opportunities are still available in the village, the family is ablefto Plr_o uce
goods and services to meet the family nf:eds. However,. when families are
experiencing lesser resource in the Yll]age, they Wl!l seek ecq?_om_lc
opportunities elsewhere by sending their members to ngratei. F;ml ies :n
the villages send their family members to seek waged jobs in t e cify to
maximize the utilization of the labor power (?vynecl by the.famtly (Deere
and de Janvry, 1979; Wood, 1981). The decision as who is to he_s.ent tc;‘
job market depends on two considerations, namely (1) the composition o
members of the family by age and sex, as well as the_ stage qf the
individoal family life cycle, and (2} the .job opportunities a.vallable
elsewhere, Combining the two considerations, the families w!li §end
either the father, the mother, the son(s) or the daughter(s) or combmatlsms
of those to migrate elsewhere to seek waged jobs. Therefore, when Jt?]b
opportunities outside the village are more favpred for fer.nale v?'orkers, : 3
families will send their female members to migrate too, including marrie
_women with children.

Broad framework above has brought up questions f_‘or research on
how migration decision process does take place in the l_fa_m:ly. Hov_v do;s
migration influence the family structl{re? How do families cope \;r:th ; t:
instability due to the migration of particul‘ar n:iembers of the f?m!}?y. W da
do they do to maintain the family’s function in the larger.soclety. How1 3
they change the distribution of roles among the family members le
behind?

The main objective of this article is to present the research
methods and data collection strategy to get the answer of the rs:searc_:h
questions mentioned above. The research process will be explained in
detail including the strengths and weaknesses of each research method and

strategy applied.
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2. RESEARCH DESIGN
2.1 Muitiple Methods and Strategies

This study applied quantitative and qualitati
methodsz and made use of survey, in-depth Enterviegvsalgigv;axr:isc?aﬁtl
observation methods to collect data and information. ’The quantitalzive
ap.proach. was utilized to gather baseline data on the number of in and out-
migrant in the village, the origin areas of in-migrants and the destination
areas of oqt—migrants, the migrant’s characteristics, the social-economic
status_of migrant’s family-household in the village, and type of migration
})y using survey technique. Based on the survey data, a comprehensive
qurmat:on on migration behavior, the family structure, as well as the
soclo-economic status of family-household in the village were obtained, A

structured-questionnaire was utilized |
_ in the survey. The survey w
done in the rural-based research, ¢ Y s only

. Th_e qualitative research in term of case study was carried-out b
f:pplymg_ in-depth interviews and participant observation to ge);
n?format]on.on migration decision-making process, individual’s migration
hl:story, chl'ldcare arrangement, and sexual-division of labor within
migrant family-household. The qualitative approach was executed in both
rural _and urban areas. The purpose of collecting qualitative data was to
explain the decision-making process of migration, the family functionin
and the gender-related behavior within the family-household. &

2.2 Where to Conduct the Research: Rural-
based or Urban-based study?

_ Study on social impacts of migration on t i

carried out, either, in the destination or origingarrea alone l;i ifiﬂggifht?:;aie
In Indonesm,_ mi_gration for survival strategy commonly takes in non-'
permanent migration type. Majority of migrant people prefer to circulate
or commute [?etween home and place of work rather than permanently
move fo the city. Migrants who live separately in the city still maintain a
E:iose contact with their rural area of origin, and they still continually
involve in a[n}ost all family decision-making processes in their village
hqme. According to Hugo (1988), to study the impact of migration on
n‘ugrant’s family well-being is better to be carried out in the area of origin
since most of decision-making regarding migration takes place in the
origin area or village. Moreover, by undertaking rural-based research, one
can assess all types of migration, which are commonly occutring ir’a the
village, particularly the non-permanent types (Hugo, 1978).
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Non-permanent migrants usually never have a permanent resident
in the destination area and they prefer to be considered as village
residents. As their travel to urban areas is usually undertaken as a strategy
of household economic survival they usually do not intend to move out
permanently to the city. Accordingly, their existence would be missed in
studies located in the destination areas. Since the decision making process
of migration occurs in the village, the context of that decision-making can
only be studied in origin-based approach.

In the case of non-permanent migrants, the biggest share of their
earnings is spent in the village and the permanent migrants also send some
of their income back to support their family in the village. Therefore, by
conducting rural-based research, there were more opportunities to study
economic and social impacts of migration upon family life.

Although the advantages of a rural-based study on the impact of
migration are obvious, it is not without its weaknesses. The main
weakness of origin-based research is the chance of loosing of information
about out-migrants since they live in the city or other places and they
probably are not in the village at the time of the survey (Hugo, 1988).
This lack of direct information about out-migrants could possibly be
compensated for by "proxy” information from their families or relatives
left behind, although the information obtained may not be totally reliable
(Bilsborrow, 1984). Direct interview with out-migrants can be carried-out
when they, by chance, are visiting their family in the village (Saefullah,
1992). However, as there is no certainty of when migrants will return
home, therefore it is difficult to compromise the availability of
respondents and the research schedule. Another weakness of rural-based
research is the impossibility for the researcher to observe the living
conditions of out-migrants in the city and to assess the degree of their
adjustrnent to urban life. Therefore, to get information about the out-
migrants in the city, an urban-based research also applied in this study.

The urban-based research was conducted by applying ‘tracing’
method in destination area (Bilsborrow, 1984; Hugo, 1988). However,
tracing migrants in the city is not without problems. The main problem is
to locate the migrants in the city, as most of their address in the cities are
unknown by their family in village, and therefore substantial resources are
needed to locate their whereabouts. However, we know that in Indonesia,
in-migrants who come from the same village usually live and work in a
similar place in the destination areas and create spatial segregated
communities according to their village of origin (Hugo, 1978; Abustam,
1989), and therefore a family and community network approach was
applied to trace the location of migrants in the city. To be able to do so,
we had to have at least one definite out-migrant’s address in the
destination area. Fortunately, one of respondents in the village gave her
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husband’s addrf:ss in the city. The tracing of migrants in the city was
started from this address, The migrant community of the similar village
helped to locate other migrant’s addresses in the city.

2.3 Selection of Research Sites

‘ The impact of migration depends upon the local socio-
economic conditions and the types of migration (Hugo, 1988). A key
issue is th‘e selection of the location in which the study would undertake,
Two provinces in Java were chosen to represent the origin and destination
areas qf migration. Based on the macro-analysis of migration using
popula‘ugn census data, Central Java was chosen as the province of origin
pecause it has sent out the largest number of out-migrants of all provinces,
in Indonesia and a village was chosen as the area for miera study. The
area of. destination was decided following the survey result when ali
de'stmatlon areas of migration were identified. Based on availability of
migrant’s addresses in the destination areas and the degree of difficulties
to trace the addresses, Bandung, the Capital of West Java province, was
selected as the research location in the destination area, ’

The village selection process in Central Java was carried out in
several stages passing through all government administration levels, from
the province until village level. One village in Central Java was chosen as
the research location, that is Hutankita? village in Kebumen regency. A
small river divides Hutankita village into two settlement area, one in the
northern side of the river or Utarg and the other one in the southern side of
the river or Selatan. One could easily catch the difference between the two
sub-villages.  Selatan is far better off economically than Urara.

Administratively, Hutankita village consists of five hamlets, two in Utara
and three in Selaran,

2.4 Pre-survey and Sampling

. Following the decision to select Hutankita as the research
lc?canon, the pre-survey was carried out to obtain more insights into the
wllage. The main objective of the pre-survey was to develop a
questionnaire suitable for the village condition. Among other things, the
most important information collected during pre-survey was to get village
Peop]? understanding about the migration terms. This was done by
interviewing formal and informal village leaders and several villagers
male an.d female, young and old, about their definition of migration, For"
them migration was understood as merantay for non-parmanent migration
whereas pindah was their terminology for permanent migration, On’
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migration topic, the informants were also asked about the incidence of
inflow and outflow of migration, the destination areas of migration and
types of migrant’s jobs in the city, and about remittances. Other qualitative
information collected during the pre-survey was associated with the socio-
econontic life of the villager and family life, such as the sexual-division of
labor in the household, the agricultural activities and production, the land
inheritance system, agricultural labor cost, the availability of agricuttural
labor, the family-household structure, marriage and divorce system, and
childcare. Based on these qualitative information a structured-
questionnaire for survey was developed.

The other objective of pre-survey activity was to get a sampling
frame. The unit analysis of this study was a family-household, therefore
the sampling frame included a list of family-household with one or more
member migrated in non-permanent basis elsewhere, from which research
sample would be selected. This meramtau family-household list was
ptoduced with the help of village officials who knew quite well which
household that had non-permanent migrant members.

When the first draft of the questionnaire was developed and
sample households were selected, a questionnaire testing activity was
undertaken. Following questionnaire testing activity was reviewing the
questionnaire and the sampling frame. Many new information on
migration incidence, family relation, and social and economic condition of
household had been collected during the questionnaire testing. Based on
this informatjon the questionnaire was revised and the sampling frame was
adjusted.

The adjustment of sampling frame was a must because there were
variations in migration activity. As mentioned before, the household
sample was to be drawn from the merantau household list, but after
several household visits, it was found that permanent out-migrants and
return migrants also infiuenced the family structure and functioning.
Therefore, to cover all kinds of migration, the meranrau household list
was extended. The new list included family-household contained
permanent out-migrants, return migrants, and married children who left
their parents’ household to set up their own household. Non-migrant
houscholds were also included in the sampling frame as a control group.
The new list, turned-out to be covered all family-households in the village,
and therefore the census of whole households was undertaken instead. By
undertaking a full community sample, there was more opportunity to study
the family networking among households and to examine the dynamics of
the family in the decision making process, The census, however, was only
done in three hamlets out of five hamlets in the village, while all non-
permanent migrant family-household in the whole village had been
interviewed in survey, but they were excluded from qualitative research.
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Fo!lo'wing‘thc completion of sample selection and the revision of
questionnaire the survey was started. The distribution of the family-
household sample is shown in Table 1.

Table 1
DISTRIBUTION OF HOUSEHOLD SAMPLE IN HUTANKITA VILLAGE,
KEBUMEN REGENCY, CENTRAL JAVA 1995

No Hamlet Migrant Non-Migrant

Houschold Household Total
1. Hamlet A (Selatan) 15 (7.2%) 1(1.6 %) 16 (5.9%)
2. Hamlet B (C, Selatan) 52 (25.0%) 14 (21.6 %) 66 (24.4 %)
3. Hamlet C(C, Sefatan) 37(27.4%) 23 (37.1 %) 80(29.6 %)
4, Hamlet D (C, Utara) 61 (29.3 %) 24 (38.7 %) 85(31.5%)
5. Hamlet {Utarg) 23{11.1%) - 23 (8.5 %)
Total 208 (100.0 %) 62 (100.0 %) 270 (100.0 %)

Note: C = community sample.
Source: Field Survey 1995/1996,

Based on the survey data, 12 households out of 270 had been
chlosen as case studies and to be visited again to obtain qualitative data on
mlgra.tion history, marriage history, family history, and working
experience using in-depth interview method. All out-migrants from these
twelve family-households becarne the target of tracing survey in the City

of I?andung, West Java. The twelve selected family-households with
particular characteristics were as follows:

One household with a return migrant.

Four households with, both, return and non-permanent migrants.
Three single person households.

Three households with permanent mj grants.

One household with no migrant and had limited migration
experience,

2.5 Some Methodological Considerations

' The enumeration of out-migrants as a part of household
survey in the origin village had been carried out on the basis of the
following considerations:

Firstly, in enumeration of out-rigrants, the house was the spatial
boundary to define migration. This means that all members of a particular
househo]d, who had already moved to a different house, including those
who Just.-moved to the main household’s backyard, should be included as
out-migrants. This method was applied to avoid overlooking some people
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who used to be household members, especially the children. However, the
use of household as the boundary can cause double enumeration for
particular people. An example of this situation is as follows: a man has
been recorded as an out-migrant from his parents’ home as he moved-out
to five in his own home next door, but he does not live in his home for
most of the year because he is working in Bandung as a non-permanent
migrant, so in his own household he will again be recorded as an out-
migrant. To avoid the confusion that may arise, probing questions had
been used to identify whether the particular people still live in the same
hamlet or village at the time of survey or not. If they are still living in the
sarme hamlet or village of study, they will be coded as ‘Moved out to their
own house’ instead of “Non-permanent migrant’ or ‘Permanent Migrant’.
The man, in the above example, therefore was coded as *Moved out to
their own house’ in his parent’s household questionnaire and whereas
recorded as a ‘Non-permanent migrants’ in his household’s questionnaire.

Secondly, to be consistent with the lifetime migration definition
applied in this study, people who had migrated permanently were not
including as an out-migrant unless they were village-born. For easier
listing, those people were also included in the enumeration and coded
“Not village-born’ although they were excluded from the data processing
and analysis.

Thirdly, is a consideration undertaking in defining household. The
household in this research is a *family-household’, meaning that the
household members were related by blood, marriage or adoption, although
it might also include non-family members, such as maid or distant
relatives. A family-household had a long history. Following the end of
family life cycle, the household head changed. Commonly, elderly
widowed men or women gave up their headship to their sons or sons-in-
law as they got older and did not want to be troubled with various matters
related to household affairs. He or she changed their status in the
household from head to become a member of it. On the other hand, & son
or son-in-law was promoted to become a household head. This study,
therefore, used the current household heads as the basis to define its
members’ migration status. This means that only members who left the
house under the current household head were considered as out-migrants,
meaning that other family members left the house with different
household heads were not included. This definition was applied to be in
accordance with the family-household analysis and as the main reference
point of family-household was the household head. Therefore, the number
of out-migrants was more related to households than the village, because
not everyone who used to live in the village had migrated permanently to
other places is counted. The common people who were missing from the
enumeration were siblings or in-laws of current household heads who used
to five in the same home but left it, permanently, when it was headed by
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their parents or parents-in-law. These people might still have a strong
influence on the household, especially when the mother or father was still
alive. The analysis of out-migration therefore would be based on those
who were coded as ‘Non-permanent Out-migrants’ and ‘Permanent Out-
migrants’ and lived outside the village boundary only.

Another set of definitions were taken to classify a migrant as non-
permanent or permanent. Migrants who had been said to be merantai by
the respondents in the village were classified as non-permanent migrants,
while those who were said to be pindah were permanent migrants. There
were two questions addressed to identify the migration status of out-
migrants, the current status and the initial status. Generally, respondents
will more accurately answer about current migration type rather than the
status on initial movement, because it is difficult to recall the migration
status of every out-migrant at the time of thejr initia] movement as it
sometimes happened decades ago. Therefore, in classifying migration type
in their initial movement a definition was used that is, except for marriage
and transmigration, other initial migrations would be classified as non-
permanent migrants or merantau. This is because marriage and
transmigration were considered as permanent actions, which often meant
the separation from parents’ households to build their own households. On
the other hand, migration with other objectives, such as go to school, look
for work or for work, was largely considered as merantau, because these
single migrants generally stili regarded their parents’ households as their
homes. A change of migration status frequently happened when the
migrant got married and set up home elsewhere. If the out-migrant bought
land or built a house in the village, they were considered as non-
permanent migrants. Commonly, these migrants intended to return to the
village in their old age to enjoy the fruits of a long time of hard work,
Those migrants could have lived and worked in the city for more than six
months, but as long as they put their saving in the village, they were
considered as non-permanent migrants. Distribution of out-migrants from
Hutankita village is presented in Table 2.
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Table 2
M HUTANKITA VILLAGE,
DISTRIBUTION OF OUT-MIGRANTS FRO
KEBUMEN REGENCY, CENTRAL JAVA 1995

er cent
Type of Movement n p
22 3.1

Moving within hamlets " o2
Moving within the village
Moving to outside the village or 0o 247
e Total Movers 719 100.0
Distribution of out-migrants: (n=609)
By Sex:

- male 346 (56.7 %)

- female 263 (42.3 %)
By Migration Status:

- temporary ouf-migrants 233 (38.4 %)

- permanent out-migrants 376 (61.6 %)
By Location:

- Selatan 356 (584 %)

- Uara 253 (41.6 %)
By Household: (N=270} .

- with out-migrants 208 (87.1 %)

- without out-migrants 62 (22.9 %)

Source: Field Survey, 1995/1996.

Out of 270 sample households, there were 7'19 peoplf: ::ec,:orded 1as
having left the households, excluding the: ‘not village origin hpeop e.
Twenty-two people left the households to live elsewher.e \{mhm the ﬁame
hamlet and 88 people moved to other _hamlets within the wi a%e.
Therefore, the number of people who had migrated to other places o:t5216§
the village were 609 consisting of 346 males (56.7 per cerit) an
females (423 per cent). Among them, 38.4 per cent {(n=233) werte
temporary out-migrants and 61.6 per cent (n=376) were permalnent oud-
migrants. Some 58.4 per cent (n==356) used to live on the‘Se atan an
41.6 per cent (n=253) were from Utara. The 609 out-migrants weie
related to 208 households, meaning that 22.9 per cent (n=62) of sample
households did not have a member who lived elsewhere and classified as

‘non-migrant households’.

2.6 The ‘Tracing’ Survey in the Destination
Area

The destination areas considered for the tracing survey

Bekasi), because
ere Jakarta and BOTABEK (Bogor, Tangerang, and X
xost out-migrants from Hutankita went to those areas. Unfortunately, at
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that time a heavy flood hit Jakarta and it was very difficult to travel within
the city, and many migrants had been moved to different addressed as
their former residents flooded. Since there was no sign of the flood
diminishing in the short term, and there was no other definite address of
any out-migrant in Jakarta or Botabek, another destination area had to be
chosen to undertake this research. The second option of a destination area
was Bandung. If the province is used as a spatial boundary for defining
migration, there would be 477 people defined as out-migrants. Among
them, 57 per cent (n=274) went to Jakarta and BOTABEK, while 26 per
cent (n=124) moved to Bandung and the remainder (17 per cent) were
distributed to other provinces in Indonesia or went abroad. However, one
should remember that this number consists of both types of migration,
permanent and non-permanent. Based on these data, Bandung is the
second most popular destination area and therefore, was chosen as an
alternative to Jakarta as the location of the tracing survey. Accordingly,
West Java province, of which Bandung is the Capital, was chosen as the
research area for macro-scale research. The micro research location in
Bandung Regency was concentrated in Sawahkita village in Dayeuh Kolot
sub-district. Dayeuh Kolot sub-district is the main area of textile and
garment industries in West Java and even in Indonesia.

The first step to be carried-out was to go to Bandung and tried to
meet a migrant from Hutankita village there. Even though I already had
one definite address of a migrant in Bandung, no one could guarantee that
it would help. Before going to Bandung a list of all in-migrants from
Hutankita was produced. The list contained such information as their
names, sex, age, parents’ name, hamlet, address and job. This list was
taken to Bandung to assist in locating the migrants. An address of male
migrant from Hutankita village in Bandung eventually could be located

--and I was able to meet him and got his approval to contact other migrants

from Hutankita. This migrant, lets call him Pak Eddy, or C1° was a textile

factory worker whose wife in the village disclosed his work address in
Bandung.

After a brief conversation in the factory he invited me to his
boarding house, located in the back yard of the factory, during his day-off
for a longer interview, It was rather difficult to find his home, since it was
in the very dense urban settlement of Sawahkita village in Southern
Bandung. His boarding house was actually a factory bedeng® located
outside the factory compound. The factory had bought the land and
several houses from the villagers to be used as a factory bedeng. The
factory did not need to build new houses and only provided facilities for
the workers, such as clean water and toilets. Although Pak Eddy had lived
there for more than twenty years he was still considered as a migrant for
the [ocal people, and therefore was unknown to the local people in private.
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the
He gave me the name of a prominent local person who could help

researcher to find his house.

e
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All‘tepus, ) to one in-migrant who knew them well, Inthea crdnok be
o mfl the researcher to her house. Fortunately, she alrea yl n Y
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(f)';? t);lz Ztlherypeople. Later, the young female worker, Ida or C12,

family became vital informants in this research.

2.7 Data Collection Methods in Destination Area
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house. She was not formally interviewed, although she was an important
respondent. The information about her was collected informally in many
occasion when I was alone with her. To find in-migrants who lived in the
city of Bandung was a rather different experience. Ida knew some of
them, but she did not know where they lived. Therefore she introduced
me to her friend, a male factory worker who came from the northern
hamlet. C7 knew many of his hamlet fellows, where they lived and what
they did. Moreover, he agreed to accompany me to visit them and became
an important informant.
A great deal of effort was needed to meet in-migrants from
Hutankita village who lived in the city of Bandung. Based on the
considerations on selecting prospective respondents, I tried to locate
several migrants taken from the migrant list, and members of the 12 case
study househoids, and fortunately, Ahmad knew two of them. He assured
me that they wouid help us to locate the other in-migrants in the city, The
first person visited was Pak Joko or C6 who lived in a rented house with
his family in a kampong in the City of Bandung. Later Bu Joko or Pak
Joko’s wife told us how to get to the other prospective respondents. The
other prospective in-migrants that knew my informant quite well were Pak
Didik or C2 and his brother Pak Budi or C3. Pak Didik has a martabak
stall, while Pak Budi helped him to serve the customers and the cleaning
Jjob. One evening, we visited them at his stall. After some conversation, 1
told Pak Didik of my intention to visit his house to interview him about
his migration experience. He agreed with the jdea and gave me 2 map of
how to get to his house. T only visited him once at his house, but visited
him more frequently at his stall. The difference between the in-migrants
who lived in Sawahkita village and those in the city was that the in-
migrants in the city did not know much about the whereabouts of their
fellow villagers. The main reason for this was that they lived in different
places, which were quite distant from one another. Another reason was
that they worked in the informal sector as own-account workers or
laborers, which was not located in the same areas. This meant out-
migrants in the city of Bandung seldom made social visit to each other.

Within three months of beginning the fracing survey, I was able to
compile a set of qualitative information gathered by means of in-depth-
inferviews and participation observation. The method used in participation
observation was slightly different to that applied in the village. Since the
respondents did not involve themselves in the local community, I did not
use the community approach. Instead, I involved myself in their everyday
life; I visited each of them in their house, I ate with them, went to
shopping together, went to Bandung city with them on their day off,
watched Indian movies on television and made conversation with them.
The range of information collected from the respondents in the destination
area covered such topics as: migration history, work history, marriage -
history, living arrangements, the relationship with the village of origin,
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childcare, the adjustment process, and domestic arrangements. A total of
16 migrant were interviewed.

: H
3. CONCLUDING REMARKS: RESEARC
FINDINGS AND FURTHER RESEARCH

3.1 Research Findings

The decision to migrate is generally miade by the
individual migrant while the family faci]itatt?d the _migraft.lqn _pr,ctmgsc»ji;
Remittances are sent by migrants to theu: family of c;rter}la "
occasionally but it is essential to the survival of th;lrfan.l; y]eﬁ_
procreation. Remittances are important to the welfare;: of the aﬁ} yaﬁon
behind and are sent by both male ar'xd female mtgrants. 152' o
commonly starts as temporary migratlon. before migrants estta is e
themselves in the city as more permanent migrants. Many r.mgranlls ;:rethe
to circuiate between city and origin viilage_than to brl}'tg their fapa} y c:he{r
city. The individual life cycle is very Important n determining
migration status.

Migration to the city has been adopted as a.strategy by v1llgge
families to solve economic problems. Th'e adult chl_ldren §upport. ‘t] elé'
parents while young husbands leave their wives and children in ;che vi ; ;5 °
to make ends meet. In many cases mothers and fathers even eavc(:j t1
children in the village under the care of exter}ded farr-ulles in or ;:rtho
reduce the burden of socialization and physical maintenance o‘f e
children in the city. Economic cooperation between. husband and v:'Ill e is
cartied out in two different places, the city apd the vxllggc. In the wkagte,
wives work on their agricultural land or in nc?n-agncqltural vwlf]or ; g
produce food for family consumption left-behind, Whllf.b the husban
works in the city to get cash to pay for other goods and services.

The migration of mothers has consequences for c?lid.—lca:g
arrangements. The migrant women have to involve the extende{ii ami );ife
help with child-care in the village, and the motl:ners have to e}r: urht:i 1?1 i
separated from their children, often for a long time. As for ¢ ;: cvariou;
they have to experience a various childcare arr'ange.mclr;t ')llj ous
minders, from their grandparents and maternal relatives in the village,

: . v, o
fhel molt\l]'\:;’:;;tmhzrf;n); migration, in term of circulati.ox'a, has.estabf!lsh}}ng-
a divided or split home phenomenon.. A home dmfled is %l 'cuma r{d
household type which members live in different places, in the v1f agl?ﬁin
in the city, in ordet o meet its end peed. As a consequence o sft‘: aic%
households, there is also a substantial percentage of temporlary n: e
headed households in the village of origin. The developmen
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communication and transportation system in Indonesian has made contact
between migrants in the city and their family in the village is readily
managec‘i. Villagers prefer to migrate on a non-permanent basis by
commuting or circulating before deciding to migrate permanently or to
return to the village permanently. In many cases, migrants decide that
circulation between the city as a place of work and the village as the
family home is the most acceptable option for family well-being. This is
also the case with meatball soup (bakso) or jamu sellers form Wonogiri

{Hetler 1986) or circular migrants from Gunung Kidul in Yogyakarta
(Mantra 1988),

3.2 Further Research

To study the impact of migration on family life is at best
wlqen conducted in, both, origin and destination area, The advantages of
dqmg migration study in origin area are: (a) we can assess all types of
migration, which are commonly occurring in the village, particularly the
non-permanent types; (b) we can study the role of the family in migration
Fleasmn making process; and () we can study the economic and social
impacts of migration on the family left behind. The main weakness of
origin-based migration research is the difficulties to get information about
the migrants living condition directly as they may be not at the village
during research period. By using origin-based in migration study we could
not assess the living condition of the migrants in destination areas, The
lack of data on migrant living condition and migrant opinton about
anything can be compensated by combining origin-based migration
research with destination-based research known as the “tracing’ method.
The understanding of individual and family networking in the village as
well as in the city is very important to be able to conduct a tracing survey
in the city.

The main objective of this study was to analyze the impact of
migration upon family structure and functioning, and therefore the
analysis was based on the household unit. It is very important to decide
from which household a migrant has to be related to, as they have been
living in several households throughout their lives. In order not to
overlook some of them in the analysis, some methodological adjustment
has been applied, such as the definition of migration and family. Since the
process to create a network among tnigrants is a very complex activity, the

investigation is conducted by applying multiple research methods and data
collection strategies.

§ome studies had been conducted to investigate the role of women
!eft_ behind in Indonesian migration (Rodenburg, 1993). The results
indicate that women took over the agricultural production when their
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husbands were away. However, many women left behind did not have
any agricultural fand and were unemployed in the village. To run the
household these women depended on remittances. A further study needs
to be conducted to investigate how these women manage to survive
economically with limited remittances and without agricultural land or
jobs in the village.

The home divided phenomenon has resulted in a situation where
children are growing up without their fathers or mothers or both parents
for most of the year. How this situation affects the children’s
development, physically and mentally? Comprehensive and in-depth
research on the impact of migration on the children left behind would be a
new challenge of future research on migration and family. Besides
children, another vulnerable group of people left behind in the village due
to migration is the elderly. The elderly have little chance to migrate
elsewhere because they would not be able to compete to get a job in the
city or they are too old to change their life-style. These people often need
help physically as they are growing older. It is not uncommon that older
people have been left by themselves in the villages as the children live
elsewhere. The problems with elderly care in the village will become
more intense as the women, the primary elderly caregivers, also migrated.
Observation in the study village indicated that the village community
provided assistance to these elderly people as long as it did not involve
money. Close neighbors will voluntarily visit them, send food, give them
inassages when they feel unwell but the neighbors call the children once
an iilness becomes serious and needs to be examined by a doctor. A
thorough study of this issue is needed to improve the welfare of the elderly
in the village. As the overall living conditions are better and life
expectancy has increased it is possible that the number of solitary elderly
in the village will increase in the future.

The study findings shows that educated people in the village
mostly left to look for work elsewhere as there was a lack of appropriate
employment opportunities in the village. The study revealed that the lack
of employment opportunity had pushed the young people to migrate. In
the present study, remittances had improved the welfare of individual
families in the village mostly in terms of physical indicators, such as better
housing conditions or greater ability to educate younger family members.
Is it possible to use the remittances so that there are wider beneficiaries,
such as for general village development? It may be useful to undertake
action research in migrant sender villages to find ways for villagers to
make use the remittances to improve the village economy.

As has been mentioned in the introductory section of this article,
migration destination area has been expanded across national border with
the increasing phenomenon of international migration. International
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migration is also involved male and female migrants. single and martied
mingrants, and creates impacts on family life, both economically and
socially. The similar study methods and data collection strategies can be
applied to study the phenomenon of transnational family as a consequence
of international migration in Indonesia.

NOTES

[ This article is based on Author's doctoral thesis entitle “The Impact of Migration
Upon Family Structure and Functioning in Java®, Department of Geographieal and
Environmental Studies, The University of Adelaide, Australia, 2000,

This is a pseudo name.

Cn is a code number given to traced-out-migrants in Bandung, which will be used

throughout the report. Cl is the code for this particular male out-migrants.

4. The literary meaning of bedeng is “shed’ or ‘hut’ (Echols and Shadily [994), A
building made of very simple materials, such as bamboo or plywood to be temporary
accommodation for temporary workers that could be easily dismantled and moved to
other location. The bedferg is a non-permanent resident built by employers to provide
free accommodation for their workers,
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Erratum

In the Journal of Population Volume 11, number 2, 2005, for the

header of the odd pages “Journal of Population Vol. 12, no. 2
2005” read “Journal of Population Vol. 11, no. 2, 20057

Ll



