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ABSTRACT 

The role extension in creating conditions conducive to growth and economic development in dairy cattle is largely 
acknowledged. However the importance of dairy cattle development for poverty reduction is much less well understood In fact the 
major problem is the scarcity of farmer knowledge, especially in management ability. This applies to improve farmer knowledge, 
particularly in management, by getting access to information effectively through booklet as a communication media. This study was 
focused on clarifying the capability of booklet as an extension media to improve dairy farmer knowledge, especially the content of the 
booklet as a source of information. Along the objectives, were examined the dairy farmer in Cisarua, and were chosen 40 dairy farmer at 
random in consideration of strata in terms of number owned dairy cattle. The study was designed by Two-group pre-test - post-test 
design, and conducted in 1996. The result of this study indicated that extension media were able to increase farmer knowledge, consisted 
of five aspects (breeding, animal feed, housing, management, and animal health). Booklet as an extension media has significantly 
influenced and affected the farmer knowledge, although their characteristics are divergence. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The role extension in creating conditions con
ducive to growth and economic development in dairy 
cattle is largely acknowledged. However the impor
tance of dairy cattle development for poverty 
reduction is much less well understood. For too long, 
development policy has laboured under the false 
assumption that the scarce resources are the main 
cause of underdevelopment in dairy cattle. In fact the 
major problem is the scarcity of farmer knowledge, 
especially in management ability. This applies to 
improve farmer knowledge, particularly in manage
ment, by getting access to information effectively 
through booklet as a communication media. 

Padmo (2000) mentioned that booklet, as an 
extension was able to improve farmer knowledge by 
continuously facilitating the farmer with appropriate 
information. Hence the major problem in the context 
of livestock extension is not necessarily the absence of 
information. The real issue is that that information 
that most strongly affects the lives of the farmer is not 
accessible to them. The department of livestock creates 
structure enabling the farmer to pursue information 
through extension activities. 

In Indonesia dairy farm held an important role 
in Agriculture Development. Effort to increase farmer' 
income as well as their livelihood should be planned 
and realised systematically. Dairy farm has been 
developed for a century ago, since pre-independence 
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era. Implementing improved production method con
tinuously supported development process. Although 
Government facilitated these supports and efforts, 
dairy production was still low. It reflects inefficiencies 
at management level as well as farmers' skill. 

Sustainable development is the management 
and conservation of the natural resource base and the 
orientation of technological and institutional change in 
such a manner to ensure the attainment and continued 
satisfaction of human needs for the present and future 
generations. Such development is environmentally 
non-degrading, technically appropriate, economically 
viable and socially acceptable (De Wrachien, 2001). 
The potential to increase dairy production in related to 
increase milk production, as an effect of economic 
reform, should be realised. The growth of dairy 
business will benefit dairy farmers and dairy 
labourers and thereby reduce poverty. 

Some obstacles inhibited dairy growth were 
(Directorate General of livestock Report, 1996): 
r:r Low farm' labour productivity, and ineffectiveness 

of production method. 
r:r Rate of increasing milk demand is much higher 

than rate of increasing milk production. 
r:r Post harvest technology has no longer access dairy 

farm in rural area, caused the milk' value added 
remaining low. 

The condition presented in Table 1 assume that 
dairy population will be able to meet. 
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