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Set net is  one of the mkt  popular fishing methods operated along the coastal waters of Japan with a big variety 
of size and design. This report descrik about set net fisheries which were collected from literature study and 
direct observation. In case in Ishigaki Island, the construction of set net is very simple, consisting of leader net, play 
ground, funnel net, and one bag net. For the fishing operation, the set net is kept in the sea for a long period of time. 
Different with the small set net, the large set net is the most important type. I ts construction is more complex than 
small set net. The large set net was operated by 10-15 fisherman and used 3 boat where one is  the main boat and 
others are supporting boat. 

I ntroddon 
Set net (ca1led"teiichi ami" in Japanese) is one of 

the most popular fishing methods operated along the 
coastal waters of Japan with a big variety of size and 
design. The set net were operated in most wash1 waters 
of Japan, from Hokkaido to Okinawa islands, to catch 
wide varieties of fish (pelagic, demtrsal, migration and 
resident species) and other Aquatic animals (Masatsune, 
1980;Baskoro, 1995) 

In 1997 there were 1704 unit of large mt net and 
13272 unit of small set net. The pet net fisheriei play an 
important ml'e 10,6 % in fish total production in Japan 
(Agriculture-Forestry Economic Bureau, 1999). The set 
net 6sbtries is divided into thrtt categories; the salmon 
set net, common large set net and small set net. l3e 
salmon s t t  act is kind of large scale str net which the 
main catch is salmon8 Onchorhynchus sp . Common 
large set net is otbers type of large scale set net which 
commonly set at 45 m depth of water or more. The 
large scale, for example has a 50 m wide and 300 m 
length body net with a 700 m long leader net. ?his net 
usually conatruckd in the sea area between 60 - 80 m in 
depth (Inoue and Arimoto, 1988). Tuna Thunnus sp, 
skipjack Katsrmonus pelurnis , mackcrel Scomber sp, 
ardin Sardinops melafulsticta, mund herring Efrumeus 
microp, squids Laligo sp, and etc were mainly caught 
by common large set net. me mall  at net is a type of 
set net which commonly set in the wallow water area 
of about less tban 25m depth, which k very popular a 
long the cuastd in Japan. 

This study was mndudcd in order to know more 

information about set net fisheries in Japan with 
emphasizing in fishing method and fish behavior. 

Materials md Methods 
This report was coHected from literature study, 

direct obstrvation and interview to set net fisherman. 
Direct observation of the large set net was conduded in 
Tateyama Bay, Japan on November 11-12 1999, (Fig.1). 
While the small set net was observed in Ishigaki Island 
(Okinawa) on November 15 - 19, 1999 in the Southern 
part of Japan (Fig.2.) 

Fishing Gear and Mctbods 
k Small Set Net in Ishigaki 

S d i  set net in Ishighaki Island was operated 
by using a boat of Sabani Type which conducted by one 
fishcnnan who has diving skill. The specific dimension 
of the boat are h n g t h  Ovtr All 9.5 m, Breadth 2.2 m 
and Depth 0.98m (Fig.3). 

The construction of Ishigaki set net is very simple, 
consists of leader net (150 in), play ground (lam x 
12m), two funnel nets, and one bag net (Fig.4). For 
the fishing operation, the set net is kept in the Bta for 
a long period time. Generally, the bag net of set net 
was hauled by the fisherman at every morning. 

In set net operation, firstly. the fmherman to 
observe catch by diving and then detach the bag net 
rope from the sinker. Afler that the bag net was hauled 
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