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ABSTRACT 

The assessnlent is aimed at revealing the optimurri level and farm efficiency of 
different sea weed farm sizes in Nusa Penida Bali. To come to these objectives, input- 
output relationship in sea weed production is exercised under Profit Function model. 
The study in indicates that most of sea weed farms in Nusa Penida have not yet realized 
optimum condition in production. Furthermore, most of them are under increasing 
return to .scale. Also found in this study is the fact that medium farm size (251 - 500 
mZ) seem to be the most appropriate size giving the highest economic efficiency to the 
farmers. The policy implication for the sea weed farms being optimum are : (a) Tech- 
nical improvement to optimize return to scale, and (b) price incent~ve t o  encourage sea 
weed fanners to develop. 

PENDAHULUAN 

Latar Relakang 

Perairan laut Indonesia secara geografis termasuk kawasan tropis dengan 
pa~ljang garis parltai sekitar 81.000 km dan junilah pulaunya sebanyak 13.667 
buah, nlemiliki potensi sunlberdaya laut yang cukup besar. Salah satu sumberdaya 
laut yang bernilai ekononlis dan beluni diusahakan secara optinial adalah rumput 
laut, darl karrnanya Indonesia nlenlpunyai potensi yang cukup besar sebagai pengha- 
sil ~ u n ~ p u r  lailt di dunia. Sejalan dengan kebijaksanaan penlerindl dalam Pelita V 
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